
 

 

 
Mission Canyon Association 

MINUTES 
Sep 5, 2023 7:30 PM 

Minutes by Alex Feldwinn 
  

1. Call to order & introductions (Jason Saltoun-Ebin) 
1.1. Board Members Present: Alex Feldwinn, Darby Feldwinn, Hugh Twibell, 

Hutch Axilrod, Jason Jewel, Jason Saltoun-Ebin, Kevin Snow, and Nancy 
Weiss  

1.2. Board Members Absent: Gustave Agredano, Jean Yamamura, and Seldon 
Edner  

1.3. Guests: Steve Windhager and Kadie McShirley 
 

2. Minutes of August Meeting Approved 
1st: Hugh Twibell 
2nd: Hutch Axilrod 
All approved 

 
3. County Update: Supervisor Das Williams/Kadie McShirley 

Met with SCE, gave update on habitat restoration plan which is on schedule 
CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) document will be published 
in September 
Will pull permits in October, construction in November 

On Sept 12 the board of supervisors will review the emergency storm repairs 
(done earlier this year) that now allows them to get up to the towers. It is worth 
noting that they did not do anything on the drainage. This allowed them to get 
what they needed (access to the tower) without having to do the restoration work 
at the same time.  
 
Jason asked Kadie to look into the illegal parking that is happening next to the 
Mission.  

 
4. Museum of Natural History Update:  Luke Swetland (via email) 

Summer camps have wrapped up and Butterflies Alive closed this weekend. 

We are now in a relatively quiet time as we await the return of school group visits 
starting the week of September 18 five days a week. 

The roof repair work on the Library is largely complete. 

 We are replacing lights in the parking lot over the next three months when 
visitation is lowest. We are changing locations of some of the existing poles and 
putting existing lights that are on trees onto poles instead. We are going to use 
the same green downlight fixtures that we have in front of the Museum on the 
Puesta del Sol pedestrian pathway. The night sky guidelines for lighting in a 



 

residential area were factored into the design process. All of the lights are on 
timers and will go off at or before 11 p.m.when the parking lot is secured. 

 Our next fun event is on Friday September 29 – the Artist’s Table dinner in the 
Auditorium – this dinner kicks off a two week plein air art show and sale at the 
Museum – this exhibition and sale is organized by Diane Waterhouse of the 
Waterhouse Gallery - the art will be on display in our Courtyard Gallery during 
regular Museum hours. 

 
5. Botanic Garden Update: Steve Windhager 

See new business. 

 
6. Treasurer’s report (if needed):  

  
Accounts in banks: 
Montecito Bank and Trust (checking)                                      $17,482.55 
Union Bank / now U S Bank (checking)                                  $21,675.18 
(interest estimated, no statement available) 
First Republic / now Chase Bank  (C D)                                  $20,577.21 
10 month @ 4.5% APR, matures 12-9-23                                                  
(interest estimated)                                                               ____________ 
Total checking + CDs                                                               $61,678.84 
 
Memberships 8/1/23 to 8/31/23   2 @ $40.00=$80.00 
 
Outstanding Billings:  None 
  
Explored CD options from Montecito Bank and Trust and US Bank.   

● Montecito Bank and Trust has the "Access" CD which is currently 
available with a 7-month term, and 4.29% interest.  Allows one withdrawal 
without penalty, and unlimited additions.  Helpful with flexibility if we need 
to move money back to checking or add as we see fit. 

● US Bank has a higher rate on 7-month CDs of 4.65%, however, they don't 
offer any flexibility to withdraw or add to the amount without penalty.   

 
“Assuming $20,000 in a 7-month CD,  We would earn $501 at MB&T, and $542 
at US Bank. 
In my opinion, the $41.00 difference is not important.  MB&T is a local 
community-oriented bank with much better customer service. 
 
I would like to see us move our remaining balance from US Bank to MB&T.  
There, I like the idea of keeping about $15,000 (our normal annual budget) plus a 
contingency of $5,000 in checking and staggering around 3 short-term CDs every 
3 months or so with the rest of our funds.  The "Access" CDs make this an easy 
and risk-free strategy to execute.” 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Motion: Keep $20,000 in checking and staggering around 3 short-term CDs 
every 3 months or so with the rest of our funds. As well as in the long term 
consolidate our funds at Montecito Bank and Trust. 
 
1st: Nancy Weiss 
2nd: Kevin Snow 
All approve 
 

7. New Business  
7.1. 1.1   Question and Answer with Botanic Garden Executive Director Windhager on 

the draft RFP Transportation, Circulation and Parking Study (see attached) 

The Garden is looking to do a study to help the flow of cars, bikes, and 
pedestrians.  Right now they are looking at what questions they want them 
to look at. A current draft of their questions is seen below. Steve would like 
the MCA to give the feedback on these questions by September 21st so 
that the Garden board can review them at their board meeting on 
September 27th. These questions will then go out to several firms for bids. 



 

  



 



 

 
 
 

8. Committee Reports 



 

8.1. Mission Canyon Brush Cleanup and Chipping: 
● N/A 

8.2. Newsletter: Jean Yamamura                                                                 
● N/A 

8.3. Architectural Design Review: Hugh Twibell 
● N/A 

8.4. Parking & Traffic: Jason Saltoun-Ebin 
● N/A 

8.5. Land Use Committee: Kevin Snow 
● N/A 

8.6. Membership: 
● N/A 

8.7. Fire Committee: Ray Smith and Selden Edner 
● N/A 

8.8. Website: Alex Feldwinn 
● N/A 

8.9. Tunnel Trail Working Group: Nancy Weiss and Selden Edner 
● N/A 

8.10. MHTA/Historic Bridge Update: Jason Jewel 
● Jason J. reached out to them to let them know he would be our liaison but 

has not heard back yet. 

  
Next Board Meeting: 7:30 pm on October 3, 2023, via Zoom  
 


