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Preparing For This Winter 

Protect existing plant cover & establish 

vegetative cover on all bare or disturbed soil 

on your property before the rains.  

Plants, especially grasses, & mulches can be 

used to protect soil & slopes from raindrop 

impact & some storm water runoff.

Permanent Plantings should be designed with 

future fire safety and fire engine access to 

your property in mind.

Please consider safety as your top priority.



Grass is better than mulch, 

Mulch is better than bare soil

ÂMimic natural vegetated conditions. 

Â A slope well covered with grass will erode less.

Â Use mulch to establish vegetation.

ÂMulch protects against raindrop impact but not  
concentrated flows.

ÂMulch can be expensive to apply. 

ÂMulch and Grass can fail too.



Recommendations for a bare 

slope above a house:

ÅSeed & Mulch the 

entire slope.  Irrigate 

lightly and frequently 

to promote vegetative 

establishment.

ÅIn the long term, 

consider slope 

stabilization 

measures such as 

terraces or a higher 

retaining wall. 



Steep slopes above a house pad

ÅConsider mulch with seed to establish erosion control protection.  

Ensure drainage down slope and behind wall is carried to a safe 

outlet. 

ÅExisting retaining wall may be compromised due to fire damage. 

Consult a geotechnical engineer.



Wood mulch application



Slope treated with wood mulch


